
 

 

 
 

Brunswick Community College 

Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

5:00 p.m. 

 

Board Attendees 

John Jones, Chair 

Bobby Long, Vice Chair  

Alan Holden 

Allen Williams 

Art Skipper 

Doug Terhune 

Drake Harper, SGA President 

Dwight Flanagan 

Frank Iler 

Jim Bradshaw 

Jwantana Frink 

Lynda Stanley 

Absent: 

Pat O’Bryant 

 

Others in Attendance: 

Dr. Susanne Adams, Recording Secretary; Dr. Sharon Thompson; Donnie Bassinger; Velva 

Jenkins; Sheila Galloway; Ronnie Bryant; Bea Palazzi; London Schmidt; Dr. John Gray; Gina 

Robinson; Larry Pakowski; Elina DiCostanzo; Pat Purvis Brown; Carolyn Felton, Board 

Briefing; Renee Sloan, State Port Pilot; Sam Hickman, The Brunswick Beacon 

 

Chair John Jones called the Brunswick Community College Board of Trustees meeting to order 

in the Building A Board Room at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 20, 2014. Mr. Jones read 

the requirements regarding conflicts of interest as stated in the N.C. State Government Ethics 

Act. No conflicts of interest were noted. 

 

Ms. Lynda Stanley gave the invocation.  

 

Bea Palazzi administered the Oath of Office to Trustee Jwantana Frink for her reappointment to 

the Board of Trustees by the Board of Education. 

 

Chair Jones announced the presence of a quorum. The Chair requested a change in the agenda to 

move the Executive Session to the end of the meeting for discussion of a personnel matter. 

Bobby Long made a motion to amend the agenda as requested. Art Skipper seconded the motion, 

and the motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Chair Jones presented items on the Consent Agenda which included:  

 Board Agenda for November 20, 2014 

 Minutes of October 16, 2014, meeting 

 Financial Report for Month of October 2014 

 Clery Act Policy (new) 

 Policy 4.1 General Admission (revised) 
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Mrs. Lynda Stanley made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Mrs. Jwantana Frink 

seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Board Briefing: 

Foundation President, Carolyn Felton, presented an overview of ideas for philanthropic giving 

that will benefit present and potential students at BCC through scholarships. Mrs. Felton 

explained that the “Donor Cultivation Pyramid” reaches out to individuals and organizations for 

growing and creating scholarship funding so that eligible students have the opportunity to start 

and complete their education.  

 

The Base of the “Donor Cultivation Pyramid” focuses on Donor Relations recognition. The 

second tier of the Pyramid emphasizes Events. The third hierarchy of the Pyramid is Annual 

Giving and places efforts towards developing methods of cultivating individuals to commit to 

annual giving. As a part of the fourth tier, a campaign is being organized to approach at least 100 

small businesses to give $100 each. The top and fifth tier of the Pyramid is part of a five-year 

Planned Giving program that will broaden the scope of donors.  

  

SGA: 

Drake Harper, SGA President, reported that the SGA is campaigning for more student 

involvement in campus activities. Recent events that generated student participation include 

Adjunct Appreciation Day, Spirit Week, Fall Fling, the Veteran’s Day Luncheon and the 

Campus Big Sweep. 

 

Executive Committee: 

Chair Jones reported that the Incubator Project has been discussed within the Finance Committee 

and the Building & Grounds Committee. The project is very close to being finalized. Bids have 

been received, and there is a shortage of about $14,000. Chair Jones reported that Dr. Adams and 

VP Jenkins have looked at options for funding, and that the Finance Committee has discussed the 

possibility of utilizing funding from the Fund Balance if necessary. Finance Committee Chair 

Allen Williams confirmed that the Committee would propose this strategy in the event funding 

for the Incubator Project is needed from the Fund Balance.   

 

Building & Grounds: 

Mr. Bobby Long, Committee Chair, reported that a Performance Contract Proposal meeting was 

held November 6, 2014. Additional information is forthcoming concerning businesses that are 

interested in bidding on Performance Contracting for the College. 

 

Mr. Long reported that the Southport project is making strides toward completion. An MOU 

between the City of Southport and BCC, which deeds the Lord Street Gym to the City of 

Southport, was presented to the Board. The MOU states that the City of Southport will renovate 

the Gym to be used as a recreational facility for citizens and residents with free usage by the 

College complying with certain conditions. Mr. Bobby Long made a motion to accept the MOU. 

Mr. Art Skipper seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. The Board’s 

approval is contingent upon approval of the agreement by the State Board of Community 

Colleges. 
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Academic and Student Affairs: 

Mrs. Lynda Stanley, Committee Chair, indicated there was no report. The policies that were 

proposed by the Committee were approved on the Consent Agenda. The policies approved 

include the new Compliance: Clery Act and Title IX policy; the revised Policy No. 1.7 Tobacco 

Usage Campus Policy; and the revised Policy 4.1 General Admission Policy.  

 

Finance:  

VP Sheila Galloway reviewed the October 2014 Financial Report approved on the Consent 

Agenda.  

 

Regarding the Incubator Project, Dr. Allen Williams made a motion to approve funding for the 

Incubator Project in the amount of $7,000 from the Fund Balance, if needed. Mrs. Jwantana 

Frink seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Mr. Jim Bradshaw reported 

that the EDC funded $7,000 for the project as well. 

  

Liaison Reports: 

 EDC – Mr. Jim Bradshaw reported that the BCC Economic and Workforce Development 

Office has visited nine Brunswick County industries through the NCWorks 1000 in 100 

State Initiative. Local initiatives include an upcoming Small Business Roundtable to 

develop a partnership between the South Brunswick Islands Center, the Shallotte 

Chamber and Brunswick County Economic Development Commission. It was also 

reported that a $9,000 grant was awarded from IME-BECAS to support Mexican 

descendants’ residents in career pathway educational opportunities. 

 Board of Education – Mrs. Jwantana Frink announced that a floating reception to honor 

Dr. Ed Pruden will be held on Tuesday, November 25, 2014, at Stone Chimney Place. 

The community is invited to attend. Mr. Les Tubb has been named the Interim 

Superintendent of Schools. Mrs. Frink announced that the All County Honors Concert is 

scheduled at Odell Williamson Auditorium tomorrow evening, November 20, 2014, at 

6:30 p.m. The concert is free. Donations of non-perishable items and beverages will be 

collected to support local food pantries.  

 OWA – Mr. Doug Terhune indicated that season ticket sales were off by about 20% over 

the past year. Mike Sapp is working on some big ticket items such as Merl Haggard and 

the Oak Ridge Boys but does not have anything confirmed at present. Mike is also talking 

with colleagues across the state, who are also experiencing low sales, about strategies that 

they can control to increase sales. Several possibilities for events are in the works for the 

upcoming season.  

 Foundation – In addition to Carolyn Felton’s Board Briefing report, additional 

information regarding the Foundation and scholarships is located on the Foundation Web 

Site at www.brunswickcollegefoundation.edu. 

 Athletics – Mr. Dwight Flanagan reported that Judy Cuppernill has resigned from the 

Athletics Department. An internal search is underway for her replacement. Basketball 

schedule changes are listed on the Athletics web site. The Spirit Cups fundraiser brought 

in much less than anticipated. The amount reported is about $2,000.   

 Legislative – Representative Frank Iler summarized the Senate and House election 

results and reported that the members will elect leadership soon.    
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President’s Report: 

President Adams expressed appreciation to several Trustees for their attendance and assistance in 

several campus events, including the successful Veteran’s Day lunch on November 6, 2014. Dr. 

Adams reported that SGA President, Drake Harper, was recognized as Student Philanthropist of 

the Year by the Cape Fear Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals for his 

outstanding commitment to community service and philanthropy. Congratulations were extended 

to Drake by the Board of Trustees.  

 

Kim Gamlin, Director of BCC’s Small Business Center, received the Eastern Region Award from 

the U.S. Small Business Administration for her “outstanding contributions to building relationships 

and collaboration efforts that support small business and foster economic development.” Ms. 

Gamlin received a framed certificate for this award. 

 

Dr. Adams presented the new Pocket Facts that is a valuable source for information about BCC’s 

fall 2014 semester. The Pocket Facts includes excellent information for employees and 

community about enrollment (curriculum and CE), graduation awards, student/faculty ratio, 

tuition and fees and other facts of interest. 

 

Dr. Adams reported that fall registration is up 2.9% in FTE. Students are enrolling for holiday 

courses which are not yet included in the FTE. Priority registration for spring semester 2015 has 

had a great kickoff by faculty and staff. Almost 60% of current students have re-enrolled.  

 

Vision 2020 – Phase 2 is in its early stages following departmental meetings and a retreat with 

leadership to begin program and service initiatives in early spring 2015. Dr. Adams indicated this 

early planning is essential due to State initiatives and economic factors particularly relative to 

budget.  

 

In assembling information for the Colleges 35th Anniversary, it was determined that there has 

been a total of 410 years of service by 66 Trustees since the College began in 1979. Mrs. Lynda 

Stanley has served the longest with 23 years of service on the Board. Mr. Lewis Stanley and Dr. 

Bill Rabon followed, each with 18 years of service.  

 

Dr. Adams reminded Board members that the Holiday Gathering is scheduled for Tuesday, 

December 2, 2014, and will be held in the lobby of the Odell Williamson Auditorium. Dr. 

Adams indicated that Mike Sapp requests that the Board approve a one-time alcohol policy that 

includes the lobby of the auditorium. Chair John Jones made a motion for a one-time alcohol 

usage policy for wine and beer to be served in the lobby of the Odell Williamson Auditorium on 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014, between the hours of 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Mr. Doug Terhune 

seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Bobby Long made a motion to go into closed session under G.S. §143.318.11 no. 5 to 

discuss a personnel issue. The Board went into closed session. 

 

Dr. Allen Williams made a motion to return to open session. Mr. Art Skipper seconded by 

motion. The Board returned to open session.  
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No action was taken in the closed session. 

 

Mr. Bobby Long made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Frank Iler seconded the motion, and 

the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Susanne H. Adams, Recording Secretary 


